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TRINITY  SUNDAY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 138 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, when I am upset I usually interpret the upset as 

the intrusion of something I should not be experiencing rather than 
as something I need to be experiencing.  Since I take this position 
toward what upsets me, I try to find some way to explain the upset 
away, or more often some way to talk myself out of it or move 
beyond it.  Sometimes I simply act out the upset by exploding or by 
imploding and falling into a funk or depression.  When any of these 
is what I am, I am a person who for whatever reason is unable to 
trust that the upset is about your involvement with me, an attempt 
on your part to connect me with something from which I habitually 
recoil yet need to approach.  What I do not do is have the upset, 
that is deliberately have the experience and pay attention to it and 
what comes to me through it.  I am in a hurry to put the upset aside, 
and consequently I miss your caring for me.  Help me to remember 
these responses that operate in me, to notice them when they 
happen, and also to remember that there is an alternative towards 
which I might be open. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 3:1-17 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 139 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at Olwen’s 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for June 3, 2018 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23—3:6. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, Monday May 28th, 
at 1:30pm, at the home of Olwen Peterson.  The lesson is #8.  Pam 
Novelly is the leader.  Mary Hanna is the hostess. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Trinity Sunday (John 3:1-17) 
 The Doctrine of the Trinity contains the belief at the heart of the 
Christian religion. It is also the source of the greatest confusion and 
misunderstanding regarding the Christian religion. The Doctrine was 
formulated by the Council of Nicaea in the year 325 AD. The Council 
was convened by the Roman Emperor Constantine in an attempt to 
work out the relationship between the person of Jesus of Nazareth and 
God, a subject which divided the Christian Church and interfered with 
Constantine’s plans to unify the Roman Empire under one religion. In 
the process of addressing this issue the Council produced a statement 
of the Christian understanding of the nature of God: The Nicene Creed. 
 The Council developed the understanding that there is one God 
which has three facets or sides, each of which has its own aspect or 
way of being viewed which allows the viewer to focus on the specific 
actions in which that particular side engages. Using concepts from our 
thought-world, there is a facet of God that interacts with us by 
creating, developing and sustaining the cognitive abilities that make 
our life human by enabling us to relate both inwardly and outwardly. 
There is a second facet of God which interacts with us by making us 
aware of whatever impedes our cognition and thereby makes us 
unable to engage what we are facing in our life. This facet makes 
conscious the thoughts and feelings in our unconscious which trouble 
us and hamper our ability to act on our own behalf. It reintroduces 
what is disclosed to our awareness any time we remove it from our 
awareness, and does this until we are able to recognize what has been 
disclosed as our own. The Council resolved that these two facets of 
God were particularly manifest in the life of Jesus who demonstrated 
for us how these two facets would manifest in our lives. There is a third 
facet of God which interacts with us by helping us call to mind what 
has been disclosed to us so that we can explore it and discover how to 
use it. This facet of God helps us integrate what we have habitually 
excluded. The three facets together expand our experience of our life 
and make it full and more human. 
 There are many ideas about what God is and can do for us. Mostly 
these are extensions of what we want or think we need. The Trinity 
focuses our thinking about God, giving us a picture about what God 
actually does for us, and informing us regarding what we can expect 
from God and ask for from God. 

[Jim Robie, 5-25-18]  
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Trinity Sunday [John 3:1-17] 
 The Trinity is a doctrine that comes from the early church. It was 
written at the Council of Nicaea. The doctrine itself is not found in 
the Bible, although the components of the doctrine are found 
there, and the Council took those components and expanded them 
into the doctrine. The doctrine states there is one God who exists 
in three persons, the persons traditionally being referred to as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The word translated into English as 
“person” does not refer to a being, but rather to a “facet” or an 
“aspect.” The word “facet” refers to one of many sides of 
something, so God has three facets or sides. An “aspect” is the way 
something appears when viewed from a certain direction or 
perspective. So, there is one God who has three facets, and we may 
regard one aspect of God or another depending on what we are 
looking at. Also, the word God is a noun, which in English gives the 
impression that God is an entity. It is important to remember that 
God in the Bible is basically a reality that encounters us and 
interacts with us, and in that sense the word God works more like 
a verb: it denotes an activity. That activity has three different facets 
to it, and can be viewed in three different ways, or can be organized 
in three different ways, so that a different aspect of the activity 
which God is gets emphasized depending on what one is looking at.  
Each facet of God is an action that comes toward us and interacts 
with us, each of the three doing something different, and all three 
working together toward one goal, that of bringing us the fullest 
human life possible for us. 
 There was much debate at the Council of Nicaea. I have two 
questions: 1) How would anyone in this debate know their position 
was true; and 2) Why did it matter? The answer to both questions 
can be addressed in this way—when people argue about God they 
are actually arguing about their experience of God and their 
feelings about human life and human potential. The conversation 
is about the subject of God, but the substance of the conversation 
comes from our personal experience of God and what it means to 
live a human life. We think our position is right based on our 
experience, and someone else’s position is wrong based on our 
experience. This is why the debate mattered: it was personal. Even 

though on the surface the debate would have been theological in 
nature, or even theoretical, in reality it was profoundly personal, 
and it mattered because the argument was over the nature of 
human life. I am not saying that the participants at the Council could 
have or would have seen their endeavor this way. But it is possible 
for us to look at what they did in this way, and for us to understand 
what they did in ways they could not. I suggest that what they could 
feel was the amount of human life the different understandings of 
God yielded, and that in the end they opted for an understanding of 
God that yielded the most human life. Looked at in this way, the 
Doctrine of the Trinity may be viewed as “pastoral.” Whether or not 
this was the intention of the Council, the outcome of what the 
Council produced was a way to focus people’s thinking about God, 
and to assist people in understanding what God could do for them, 
and what they could ask of God and hope for from God. The 
following is an explication of the Trinity using concepts from the 20th 
and 21st centuries. 
 There is a facet of God that “parents” us all the time. That is, it 
supports, encourages, corrects and guides us through any and every 
situation life brings us. We have talked about this at the appearance 
and development of the cognitive capacities that form in us and are 
used by us in navigating our life, all the mental and emotional 
activity that brings us depth and meaning. In our living we can ask 
for and can count on the abilities to think, feel, reason, discern, 
make choices, prioritize, plan and strategize, etc. to assist us in 
managing what we are facing. As these cognitive capacities unfold 
and develop, and as we use them, consciousness forms, awareness 
develops, perception increases, intuition operates and imagination 
functions. Think of all of the times and of all the situations in which 
our cognition is at work assisting us in our living, whether we are 
using it consciously or not. Think of the times when we are faced 
with something new, a situation or feeling or thought with which 
we have no experience, and we discovered we were able to think 
and feel our way into how to navigate something we never had 
before. This is one facet of the activity which God is, one facet of 
the continuous effort to make our life more human by making our 
experience of our self more complete and full, and when we focus 



on this aspect of God our attention is drawn toward these very 
basic features of human life which God orchestrates for us, and 
which we can count on and ask for from God. 
 However, sometimes our cognitive abilities falter. They are not 
sufficient to help us cope adequately with our life. We find 
ourselves in situations where we cannot think, or at least think 
clearly; or in situations where our feelings are a jumble and we are 
at their mercy; or in situations where our ability to reason is 
overpowered by an emotional storm. We are troubled by what our 
life contains and can even be undone by it because we are engulfed 
in an internal conflict. Here a different facet of God is available to 
us. This facet “redeems” us in the sense of recovering for us 
elements of our life that have been lost to us and cannot therefore 
be used by us. When we look at this aspect of God we find God 
working to introduce us to elements of our life that reside in our 
unconscious, elements which have surfaced because of what our 
life contains, and God is seeking to bring them to awareness. These 
would be thoughts and feelings about which we are conflicted, and 
which we do not like or want, and which we reject, yet need in 
order to cope with something. Each time we reject them, God 
returns them to our awareness, and, in the process, they are 
unpacked so that we slowly learn to understand them more 
completely. We usually interpret these conflicted times as the 
intrusion of something we should not be experiencing. But imagine 
interpreting them as the opportunity to experience something we 
need to be experiencing, as an opportunity afforded us by God who 
will help us unravel what undoes us so that we are not so undone 
or are no longer undone. Here we are looking at a different aspect 
of God and focusing on a second facet of the activity which God is, 
one whose purpose is this kind of redemptive work seeking to 
“save” us [keep us safe] from the stress of keeping a conflict hidden 
away and buried. 
 A time will come when we are able to remember what we have 
habitually rejected, when we can call to mind on our own and hold 
in our consciousness what used to reside in our unconscious. We 
are now interacting with a different aspect of God and focusing on 
a third facet of the activity which God is. God now helps us 

remember and think about what we habitually reject, and to think 
and feel our way into how to integrate it into our understanding of 
ourselves and put it to use in our daily living. Looking at this aspect 
of God, we see the hand of God in our pondering how to live with 
something we did not want yet now need, taking the time to think 
and feel our way into how to become friendly and comfortable with 
a feeling or thought we used to have allergic reactions from. This 
facet of God “advocates” for this interior work, and “comforts” us 
as it induces changes in us. 
 The cognitive abilities developed in us by the first facet of God 
are used in the interactions with the second and third facets of God 
to yield the fullest life possible for us. I think the Trinity was an 
attempt to help us focus on these specific activities through which 
God engages us, in an effort to help us look for them and be 
receptive to them, and in the process realize just how close to us 
God is all the time. 

 How does a person learn to live from the point of view of the 
Trinity, where God is so intimately involved in our daily life? The 
answer given in today’s text is: one must be “born again,” or “born 
from above,” or “born anew,” or “born of water and Spirit.” These 
are all metaphors which describe a change of mind and heart 
brought about by perceiving the first, second and third facets of God 
at work in our own life and experiencing the consciousness and 
awareness that come from that. I think being “born again” is often 
something that is “caught” from someone else who already has 
been. In my experience, being “born again” can be looked upon as 
both a gift and a curse in that it involves intense experiences and 
also yields great depth of life. We are asked to “lift up” this way of 
life and the God who orchestrates it so that those who are in the 
process of being “born anew” can grasp what is happening to them 
and keep their bearings. All of this is a manifestation of the love of 
God, whose intent is for us to have “eternal life,” that is, “perpetual 
vitality,” the fullness of our own human life. 

[Jim Robie, 5-25-15, Trinity Sunday, Cycle B, John 3:1-17] 
 


